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For up-to-date road travel, road closures,  weather  service 
information all year and road construction, visit t he Iowa 
Department of Transportation’s website at http://ww w.dot.
state.ia.us/ .   

From the desk of the  
Executive Director… 

 
Welcome to Newton! 
 
The Hot Rod Magazine Power Tour    
kick-off day was a huge success in      
Newton; and now we’re “off to the races!”  The first race 
weekend of the season was May 22nd & 23rd, soon to be 
followed  by the Iowa Corn Indy 250 weekend; and 
quickly to be followed by upcoming racing events in July.  
Look inside for the Iowa Speedway race schedule for more               
information.    For motorcoach tour  directors, there are still 
some openings for the 12-Days of Christmas-Newton 
Style...check inside for details !  The Iowa Sculpture    
Festival was another successful event that takes place 
annually in Newton.  Particularly important was the 
change of venue again this year for the festival as it is 
now indoors and safe against the elements.  In             
conjunction with the Iowa Sculpture Festival is the new 
video we’ve placed on the Newton CVB website.  Not 
only will you  experience the  sculptures of Newton, you’ll 
also  experience the mural murals of Newton—all of 
which can’t be outdone by a personal visit to our         
community and seeing them first hand.  The pool is open 
at Maytag Park and enjoy a picnic or family outing at any 
of the lovely parks we have in our park system.  Newton 
is a great place to take a day trip or a mini vacation—let 
us help you plan your trip!  Give us a call or shoot us an  
e-mail and we’ll be happy to send you information on our 
destination! 

We Saved a Place for YOU! 
                                               Enjoy our Newsletter! 

Linda L. Bacon 
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Calendar of Events—2010 
(for an up-to-date listing of events, please check our website at www.visitnewton.com)  

NEWTON FARMER’S MARKET  
EVERY TUESDAY 4-6:30 P.M. 
THRU OCTOBER 5TH. 
 
JULY 
3RD— 
SUGAR GROVE CONCERT—
FLATLAND  FRANK & THE 
FLATCATS  
SUGAR GROVE VINEYARD 
 
5TH— 
ANNUAL  4TH OF JULY PARADE  
AND CELEBRATION  
AND EVENING FIREWORKS! 
 
9TH— 
NASCAR TRUCK HAULER ’S 
PARADE  
DOWNTOWN NEWTON 
 
SUGAR GROVE CONCERT 
ASHANTI—MUSIC UNDER THE 
STARS 
 
10TH—  
ARCA RE/MAX  SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
PROJECT AWAKE  GARDEN 
WALK  
LOCATIONS IN NEWTON 
 
11TH— 
NASCAR CAMPING WORLD 
TRUCK SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
BAXTER FUN DAYS 
BAXTER, IA 
 
15TH— 
OLD FASHIONED BARN DANCE  
JASPER COUNTY COMMUNITY 
BUILDING 
 
16TH—22ND 
JASPER COUNTY FAIR 
FAIRGROUNDS IN COLFAX  
 
17TH— 
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 
 
23RD & 24TH— 
RIDICULOUS DAYS OF NEWTON 
 
24TH— 
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 

25TH— 
COW PASTURE LAWN  
MOWER RACES 
REASNOR TRACK  
 
27TH— 
NEWTON FARMER’S MARKET  
 
29TH— 
NASCAR NATIONWIDE 
HAULER ’S PARADE  
DOWNTOWN NEWTON 
 
30TH— 
USAR PRO CUP SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
31ST— 
NASCAR   NATIONWIDE  
SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
RUSTY’S WALK —NASCAR  
FOUNDATION 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
AUGUST 
1ST— 
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 
IKF PUNCH RACE 
 
4TH—6TH— 
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 
IKF GRAND  NATIONALS  
 
7TH— 
G.A.S.S. RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
8TH— 
DRAG RACING 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
8TH — 
COW PASTURE LAWN  
MOWER RACES 
REASNOR TRACK  
 
12TH—22ND— 
IOWA STATE FAIR 
DES MOINES 
 
14TH— 
SUGAR GROVE CONCERT— 
CROOKED EYE 
SUGAR GROVE VINEYARD 
 
 

19TH— 
OLD FASHIONED BARN DANCE 
JASPER COUNTY COMMUNITY 
BUILDING 
 
21ST— 
G.A.S.S. RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
SUGAR GROVE CONCERT-  
EIGHT TRACK BAND 
SUGAR GROVE VINEYARD 
 
21ST—22ND 
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 
MIDWEST CHAMPIONS  
SERIES 
 
22ND— 
DRAG RACING 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
27TH—29TH— 
COLFAX  MINERAL  SPRINGS 
DAYS 
COLFAX , IA 
 
28TH— 
TASTE OF HISTORY AT  
WAGAMAN  MILL  
LYNNVILLE  
 
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 
 
29TH— 
COW PASTURE LAWN MOWER 
RACES 
REASNOR TRACK  
 
SEPTEMBER 
7TH— 
SUGAR GROVE CONCERT— 
HIGHWAY HOME 
SUGAR GROVE VINEYARD 
 
9TH— 
THANKS  WITH FRANKS  
DOWNTOWN NEWTON 
 
11TH —  
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 
 
12 TH — 
DRAG RACING 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
COW PASTURE LAWN MOWER 
RACES 

REASNOR TRACK  
 
16TH— 
OLD FASHIONED BARN DANCE 
JASPER COMMUNITY BUILDING 
 
18TH— 
G.A.S.S. RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
NEWTON KART KLUB RACE 
 
SUGAR GROVE CONCERT— 
THIS OLD GUITAR 
SUGAR GROVE VINEYARD 
 
19TH—SHOW ‘N SHINE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
25TH—NEWTON KART KLUB  
RACE SEASON  
CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
26TH— 
COW PASTURE LAWN MOWER 
RACES 
REASNOR TRACK  
 
OCTOBER 
8TH—9TH & 14TH—16TH 
”D IAL  M FOR MURDER” 
NEWTON COMMUNITY  
THEATRE 
 
30TH—DOWNTOWN  
TRICK-O-TREAT – NEWTON 
 
HABITAT  FOR HUMANITY 250 
WALK -A-THON 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
NOVEMBER 
26TH—LIGHTED  CHRISTMAS 
PARADE  , LIGHTING OF THE 
JASPER COUNTY COURT 
HOUSE AND HOLIDAY   
TREEPALOOZA  
DOWNTOWN NEWTON 
 
DECEMBER 
1ST —12 DAYS OF  
CHRISTMAS NEWTON STYLE  
 
3RD—5TH & 9TH—11TH 
”M RS. BOB CRATCHIT’S WILD   
CHRISTMAS BINGE” 
NEWTON COMMUNITY  
THEATRE 



 
THOUSANDS ENJOY 2010 HOT ROD MAGAZINE POWER TOUR  

‘KICK-OFF’AT IOWA SPEEDWAY 
By Craig Armstrong, Vice-President, Iowa Speedway 

 
 

Upwards of 3,700 street rods, hot rods, custom cars and 
performance automobiles were on display, along with 
scores of high performance vendors, as nearly 20,000 avid 
fans celebrated the kick-off of the 16th annual Hot Rod 
Magazine Power Tour at Iowa Speedway on Saturday, 
June 5th.  The event was free for all spectators and,         
although it began with showers earlier in the morning, the 
skies cleared and the atmosphere crackled with             
excitement as the crowd grew larger by the hour.   
 
Representing over 40 states, participants greeted fans 
warmly throughout the day, and many enjoyed the  opportunity to race their cars on Iowa   
Speedway’s eighth-mile infield dragstrip as well as drive on the 7/8-mile, compound banked      

tri-oval behind the track’s 2010 Chevy Camaro SS official 
pace car.  The consensus among organizers and         
participants alike was that Iowa Speedway was a       
wonderful host, and a ‘first-class’ venue for the annual 7-
day, 7-city Hot Rod Magazine Power Tour. 
 
On the Friday night before the ‘kick-off’ event at the track, 
over 150 Hot Rod Magazine Power Tour participants 
cruised in to downtown Newton and displayed their   
beautiful vehicles on the Jasper County Courthouse 
Square.  Organized by the Newton Chamber of         
Commerce, the special ‘cruise-in’ event drew  hundreds of 

appreciative Newton residents to the square for music, beer gardens and food while ogling the 
cars on display. 
 
“We are honored that the Hot Rod Magazine selected Iowa 
Speedway and Newton to kick off the 2010 edition of their 
Power Tour,” said Chuck Spicer, Vice President of Sales & 
Marketing for Iowa Speedway.  “Everybody had a blast, and 
everyone I talked with said they hope the Power Tour comes 
back here in the next few years.  It just  couldn’t have been 
better, and we’re delighted that everyone was so enthused 
about our track and facility.” 
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Iowa Speedway  

Photo Courtesy of Meg Bestell-Eide/Digital Blue Star 

Photo Courtesy of Angela Carolan 

Photo Courtesy of Meg Bestell-Eide/Digital Blue Star 
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KCOB AM-FM/Energy 106.7/ and MyIowaInfo.com  
1801 N. 13th Ave. E. 
Newton, Iowa  50208 
641-792-5262 
www.myiowainfo.com  
 
If you’re trying to find a radio station to listen to in Newton, you won’t have any trouble at all.  
Whether you want to listen to the news, country or contemporary music, or listen to a little talk  
radio, you’ll find it on both AM and FM stations here.   With the variety that is offered, Ron 
McCarthy, General Manager of the station said  “Serving the community is the most important  
aspect of what we do. KCOB AM provides extensive coverage of local news, weather, sports and 
market information throughout each day. We even announce who’s celebrating a birthday.  Our 
niche is in offering on-air content that listeners won’t hear elsewhere about Newton, Jasper 
County and the surrounding areas. All Around Newton is an example of that.”  “All Around     
Newton is a feature on KCOB AM showcasing the many great events and activities taking place 
here. Newton Convention and Visitors Bureau Executive Director, Linda Bacon, informs listeners 
about what’s going on with her on-air visit each Wednesday at 8:40 AM.”   
 
“KCOB FM also includes local news during key day parts while playing an extensive selection of 
today’s country music, mixed with a few nuggets from the past” , McCarthy commented.  Also, 
“Energy 106.7 FM— a contemporary music station with a 50,000 watt signal—attracts listeners 
locally as well as throughout central Iowa.” 
 
But the choices don’t stop at just listening to the radio.  There are a lot of listeners that are also 
on their computers, iphones or other devices and this station delivers a product for every use.  
McCarthy said that “When you visit Newton, you’ll like what you hear on the radio dial. All the    
information you need to know can also be found on our website: myiowainfo.com.”   

Featured Business  

 Iowa Speedway Schedule 
 

Saturday July 10 - Prairie Meadows 200 ARCA Series presented by Speed on Mediacom 
Sunday July 11 - Lucas Oil 200 NASCAR Camping World  Truck Series presented by  

Speed on Mediacom 
Friday July 30 - USARacing Pro Cup Series 

Saturday July 31 - U.S. Cellular 250 NASCAR Nationw ide Series presented by John Deere 
Sunday September 19 - Show & Shine 

 
For more information on these or other Iowa Speedwa y events, visit www.iowaspeedway.com  
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Newton Community Park System 

Maytag Park  
Maytag Park is a community park  
located at 301 S. 11th Ave. W. 
Maytag Park is comprised of 40 acres 
and was developed in 1935 and     
formally dedicated in 1937.  
Originally operated as a private park 
for public use, ownership and         
operation of the park was transferred 
to the City of Newton Parks            
Department in January 1977. Maytag 
Park has picnic areas, playground, 
tennis courts, basketball court,      
outdoor pool and bathhouse,      
bandshell, disc golf course, three    
reservable shelters, one open-air 
shelter, former caretakers residence, 
maintenance shop and storage    
building. 
The park caretaker’s residence was 
remodeled in 1980 to accommodate 
the Park Department office. All the 
wood exterior of the building was 
scrapped and painted in 1996. The 
lower office (east side) was            
remodeled in 1997. The Park         
Department offices were moved to 
the Krumm Horticultural Learning 
Center at Agnes Patterson Memorial 
Park in the spring of 2000 and now 
the caretaker’s residence now serves 
as a rental apartment. 

 
Sunset Park  
Sunset Park is a 5.5-acre community 
park located in the 600 block of North 

first Street. Acquired in 1917 by      
purchasing 3 properties from the Drew 
and Allen families and by               
condemnation of an additional four 
properties. Total purchase price was 
$12,733.00.  Picnic areas, playground, 
ballfield, basketball court, sledding hill 
and  reservable shelter comprise  
Sunset Park.  The Sunset shelter 
measures 37' x 25' and contains    
restrooms and 2 fireplaces. The    
shelter roof was reshingled in 1992, 
new sewer line from the shelter to the 
main line was installed in 1992. The 
shelter was renovated with new    
electrical, plumbing, concrete flatwork,  
tuck pointing and paint in 2001. The 
Northeast portion of the park was 
added in 1989 by purchasing 2       
additional properties.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The area was seeded and landscaped 
in 1990. A 48' x 40' concrete multi-
purpose court with 1 goal was added 
in 1994. The parking lot was asphalted 
in 1996 and the playground was 
moved to its present location in 1996.      
Sledding hill was reconstructed in 
1996 due to the expansion of the Park  
Centre Retirement Facility. The    
property immediately east of the    
shelter was purchased in 1999. The 
house was demolished and a gravel 
parking lot was constructed in 1999. 
 
Woodland Park  
Woodland Park is located at the     
corner of North 19th Ave. West and 
1st Street North.  Woodland Park is 
home to 2 Major League fields 
(Eversman Baseball field, Holland  
Patterson field) and 1 Little League 
field (Baker field). The park has a 
playground, basketball court, picnic 
area, 3 open shelters and 1 reservable 
shelter. 
 

Aurora Park  
Aurora Park is an 8-acre community 
park located at 2100 1st Ave. East. 
Acquired in 1963, the park includes 6 
tennis courts, multi-purpose court 
which includes 8 basketball courts,  
playground, picnic areas and      
backstop. 1 reservable shelter   
measuring 31 x 20.  
 
Agnes Patterson Park  
Agnes Patterson Park is a 76 acre 
park located on Newton's east side. 
Located in the park are 2 Little 
League fields, 4 Girls Softball fields. 
Sand Volleyball courts, playground 
area, 4 soccer fields, 3 concession 
and restroom buildings, a 1.25 mile 
Hike and Bike trail, Rotary Point 
which contains a playground area, 
open shelter and basketball facility. 
Also located within Agnes Patterson 
Park is the Newton Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden. Owned and       
operated by Project AWAKE. 
The Daniel J. Krumm Horticultural 
Building houses the Park and      
Recreation office and Project AWAKE  
headquarters, open to the public    
during Park & Recreation Office 
hours.  Included in the Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden are .50 miles of 
Hike and Bike trail adjoining the park 
portion of the trail, the Betty Allen  
Gazebo, the Smith Native Prairie  
Water Garden, the Smith Garden  
Arbor, the Butterfly Garden, many 
more amenities and beautiful plant 
displays. Garden tours are available 
for groups. The Daniel Krumm       
Horticultural Building is also available 
for seminars and business meetings. 
For details and reservations phone 
641-791-3021. Project AWAKE is a 
non-profit, volunteer organization   
cooperating with the Newton Park 
Commission to provide this beautiful 
addition to Agnes Patterson Memorial 
Park. 
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  Group Motorcoach Event  
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Judge, who presented 
N a n c y  w i t h  a            
p r oc l am at i on  f r om     
Governor Culver; Bret 
Mills, Director of IDED; 
Tim Waddell, Community 
Development Division 
Administrator; Cali Beals, 
Community Development 
D e p u t y  D i v i s i o n           
Administrator; Mary Neubauer from the Iowa Lottery; 
Barbara Morrow, Editor of  Midwest Living, Melissa 
Luebbe of Meredith;  Regenia Baily, Chair of the     
Vision Iowa Board; as well as the three Iowa Tourism 
regional executive directors, Michele Walker of    
Western Iowa, Ann Vogelbacher of Central Iowa and 
Carrie Koelker of Eastern Iowa; plus many many 
more.  Thanks to Nancy Landess for her many years 
of dedicated service to Iowa Tourism! 
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On June 24th, 2010, the entire tourism community 
across the State of Iowa bid farewell to Nancy Landess 
on her last day as the Manager of Tourism within the 
Iowa Department of Economic Development.  Nancy 
has been with IDED since 1977 and served as the 
Manger of the Iowa Tourism Office since 1995.  In 
2004 Nancy was named the State Tourism Director of 
the Year by the national tourism industry.  She also 
served as past chair of the National Council of State 
Tourism Directors.    Staying true to tourism, Nancy’s 

staff couldn’t let her get 
away without a little send 
off reception on June 22nd 
at the  Botanical Center in  
Des Moines.  There were 
many friends and peers 
present for the reception 
as well as many VIP’s 
such as Lt. Governor Patty 

 Best Wishes to Nancy Landess  

Summer is in full swing at the Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce! The clouds finally cleared for our annual 
golf tournament at Westwood Golf Course.  As your new Chamber Executive Director, the tournament was a great 
time for me to meet many of our active chamber members and begin listening to their vision and dreams for the    
business climate in Newton.   
 
Our Annual 4th of July Parade and Fireworks will be held on July 5th this year, and it is shaping up to be a great day!  
Our website at www.experiencenewton.com is the best place to go for the latest on upcoming events for the     
Chamber and for the community at large.  We have two Hauler’s Parades this summer.  On July 9th these big semis 
from the Iowa Speedway will actually be parked on display in the Downtown Square from 6-9 PM then ‘parade’ with 
full lights on back to the speedway. 
 
If you are in business in Newton, Iowa, I want to hear your vision and challenges for the coming year.  I want to know 
what the Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce can do to give you the resources and networking                
opportunities to thrive in Newton as well as in Central Iowa.  When living in California, my wife and I ran a non-profit 
organization where I was an active member of 3 different chambers’ of commerce.  I attribute much of our success to 
the relationships and partnerships I developed in those chambers.  Needless to say, I deeply believe and foresee the 
great success we can accomplish together at the Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce.  Now is a great time 
to join in, make some friends, be a friend, and discover how much more we can accomplish together! 
 

Darrell Sarmento 
Executive Director 

Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce 
darrell@experiencenewton.com 

 
We will be updating our website soon so make sure you visit www.experiencenewton.com 
regularly for news, events, and new opportunities for your business at the chamber! 
 

The Greater Newton Area  
Chamber of Commerce  

Lt. Gov. Patty Judge and Nancy Landess 

Jill Vandevoort, Pella CVB, Nancy Landess, 
and Linda Bacon, Newton CVB 



Mission Statement  

The mission of the Newton CVB is to enhance the eco nomy of Newton through   
promotion of the area for tourism, and as a central  location in Iowa for meetings, 

conventions and special events. 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at:  www.visitnewton.com , Facebook or Twi tter  

www.iowagrouptravel.org  www.iowatourism.org  
 

www.travelfederationofiowa.org  

Online registration is now available for this year's Iowa Tourism Conference. The conference is set for Wednesday, 
October 20, through Friday, October 22, at the Pzazz Entertainment Complex in Burlington.  Registration for the 
conference is on a per person basis and covers all three registration days. There is no one-day conference fee.  
To register online go to: http://www.regonline.com/2010tourismconf  

 

www.iowalifechanging.com  

Newton Convention & Visitors Bureau 
113 1st Avenue West 

Newton, IA  50208 
Phone:  641-792-0299 

E-Mail:  lindab@pcpartner.net 
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