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For up-to-date road travel, road closures,  weather  service 
information all year and road construction, visit t he Iowa 
Department of Transportation’s website at http://ww w.dot.
state.ia.us/ .   

From the desk of the  
Executive Director… 

Welcome to Newton! 
Out with the old and in with the new.  
It is hard to believe another year has 
gone by; and what a year it was! 
If you’ve been a past recipient of our 
newsletter, you’ll know there are a lot of fun things to 
do in Newton throughout the year.  If you haven’t had 
the opportunity to see our past newsletters of 2009, let 
me know and I’d be happy to e-mail them to you...we 
don’t want you to miss out in 2010! 
In with the new...we’re starting off 2010 with the 8th 
Annual Newton Bridal Fair, then turning around and 
having a FAM Tour in April specifically designed for 
motorcoach tour directors.  You won’t want to miss the 
racing season at Iowa Speedway in 2010.  Season   
tickets are on sale for as low as $99.00—a true         
bargain.  In the midst of the racing season is the Hot 
Rod Magazine Power Tour and Newton has been    
chosen as the 2010 kick off city.  There are also many 
other fun annual events in the community:  The  4th of 
July celebration, Thanks with Franks, Ridiculous 
Days, The Lighted Christmas Parade and Lighting of 
the Jasper County Courthouse, shows at the Newton 
Community Theatre, and Sculpture and Mural Tours, 
to name just a few.  Keep an eye on our calendar of 
events at www.visitnewton.com or visit us on       
Facebook to keep informed on the latest events.   
Happy New Year! 

We Saved a Place for YOU! 
                                           Enjoy our Newsletter! 

Linda L. Bacon 



The Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce will start its new year with the 112th  Annual Meeting 
to be held on February 11, 2010 at the Innovation Center. We hope to enjoy your company at the    
Social Hour 5:00 – 6:00 PM and the Dinner and Annual Meeting starting at 6:00 PM. The evening’s 
program will include the Chamber Business Meeting, Organization Updates from The Newton    
Chamber, Newton CVB, City of Newton, Newton Development Corporation, and Jasper County     
Economic Development Corporation, Community Awards and the Education Awards.  
 
The Chamber board of directors and staff look forward to a great year with a focused mission for the 
members and their investment. Please make note that current members will be displaying a dated    
decal on their premises. This sets them apart from non-members as someone who is helping build the 
local economy and business community. 
 
To become a part of the Chamber please contact me at 641-792-5545, 641-521-1515 
or stop at the office at 113 1st Avenue West. It would be my pleasure to go over the 
benefits of membership or answer any questions you might have. 

 
Annette West 

Executive Director 
The Greater Newton Area  

Chamber of Commerce 
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The Greater Newton Area  
Chamber of Commerce  

Holiday Treepalooza! 

The Newton Convention & Visitors 
Bureau sponsored a “Holiday  
Treepalooza” this year with the kick-
off November 27th during the Lighting 
of the Courthouse and Lighted   
Christmas Parade.   
 
Linda Bacon, Executive Director of 
the Newton Convention & Visitors  
Bureau said “with the Festival of 
Trees being discontinued, the     
Newton CVB decided to continue with 
the tradition, yet with a couple new 
twists, a new location and a new 

name.”  “We formed a new committee 
in the Newton CVB to pull this event 
together in such short order”, said 
Bacon.  “The new committee        
consisted of Anne Gerken, Pam    
DeBruyn and Jennifer Headington.”   
 
The event was renamed “Holiday 
Treepalooza” and was located on the 
south side of the downtown square at 
a property sponsored by Ken, Jody 
and Troy Smith.  Participant’s trees 
were judged this year by visitors  
placing a monetary “vote” in their 
decorated ballot can; all of the paint 
cans were donated by Diamond     
Vogel Paints of Newton.  The        
participant with the largest amount of 
votes won an overnight stay at       
LaCorsette Maison Inn in Newton for 
two and proceeds from the votes   
went towards helping fund the new 
Newton CVB grant program.   The 

voting tally was very close this year 
with the Jasper County Democrats 
coming out on top.   
 
Santa a l so v i si ted Hol i day       
Treepalooza on all of the days it was 
open for viewing; and there was great 
attendance when Elaine Mattingly’s 
piano students performed.  The event 
also welcomed a motorcoach tour 
into the community.   
 
Holiday Treepalooza is an event the 
Newton CVB expects to continue in 
the future and looks forward to    
making it 
bigger and 
b e t t e r 
each year, 
so in 2010  
We Saved 
a Place for 
YOU! 
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Season’s Greetings from Iowa Speedway! 
 
Happy Holidays from Newton! Iowa Speedway, corporate sponsors, and good-hearted Jasper County  
residents sent 20 large boxes of non-perishable gifts to troops serving in Afghanistan. “Operation      
Christmas” was initiated on behalf of Iowa Speedway employee Kristin Eggers and her brother, Sgt. Major 
Patrick Quirk, now serving his second tour of duty in Afghanistan. The Christmas care packages have 
been sent to Sgt. Major Quirk and members of the 97th Military Police Division stationed in Afghanistan. 
Iowa Speedway’s Kristin Eggers said, “The community has been behind this from the get-go which is very 
heart-warming for families like ours with a loved one serving overseas. We are very thankful for all the 
support and know our brother and all troops stationed overseas appreciate the support”. 
 
If you think auto racing is a seasonal sport, think again. 2010 Season Tickets are now on sale for prices 
beginning as low as $99. If you haven’t already purchased tickets, Iowa Speedway President and Chief 
Financial Officer, Jerry Jauron, says it’s the best sports and entertainment value of any ticket in America. 
To purchase: www.iowaspeedway.com 
 
This year’s NASCAR Nationwide Series race at Iowa Speedway – the largest racing event in Iowa         
history – drew nearly 60,000 people. Iowa Speedway Chief Executive Officer, Stan Clement, expressed 
his gratitude to fans for the track’s ongoing success, “Our fan base keeps expanding, race by race, and it 
convinced NASCAR Iowa Speedway is for real”.       
 

2010 Iowa Speedway Schedule  
 

·  May 22, Saturday, USAC Triple Crown Series  
·  May 23, Sunday, NASCAR Camping World East/West Chal lenge Series 

·  June 19, Saturday, Firestone Indy Lights Series 
·  June 20, Sunday, IndyCar Series 
· July 10, Saturday, ARCA Series 

·  July 11, NASCAR Camping World Truck Series 
·  July 30, Friday, USAR Pro Cup Series 

·  July 31, Saturday, NASCAR Nationwide Series 
 
In addition, the track’s NHRA “street legal” drag strip is scheduled to open next May and will hold weekend 
events through September. The annual “Show and Shine” event will be held early next fall.  

 
Happy New Year! 

From Your Friends at Iowa Speedway   
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Iowa Speedway 

Where is Newton, Iowa?  Located on I-80, just 30 minutes east of Des Moines.  Newton is the      
perfect central-Iowa get-a-way.  Whether you are interested in world-class auto racing, are an art               
enthusiast, love to golf or shopping in an eclectic downtown atmosphere, want to sample our famous Maytag 
Blue Cheese, or are looking for top-notch conferencing facilities, Newton and its surrounding region has 
many attractions making our area community a destination all its own and a perfect place for a fun-filled 
weekend, family reunions, meetings and conventions or  motor coach tours.  We Saved a Place for YOU! 
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Art A La Carte, Ltd.  
101 N. 8th Ave. E. 
Newton, IA 50208 
641-791-2429 
www.artalacarte.com 
 
Art A La Carte features creative services and marketing support.  They provide ideas that intrigue 
your target audience, inspire them to action, and illuminate your product, service or organization.  
Their expertise includes all aspects of print and web design, branding and marketing support, and 
project management.  The company was founded in 1989 by Cindy Brunner and Cathy Rickers 
and is headquartered in Newton. 
 
"We’ve come a long way in the last 20 years” said Cathy.  “When we started, it was just two of us 
providing graphic design for Maytag. Now our client base is nation-wide, ranging from local mom 
and pop stores to huge corporations. And while our bread-and-butter is still great graphic design, 
we’ve added teams for web design, 3D animation, copywriting services and much more. It’ll be 
exciting to see what the next 20 years brings." 
 
Art A La Carte specializes in corporate literature, promotional, point-of-purchase, and sales     
materials; brochures and publications; logo design; electronic presentations; and Web design.  
Their team of graphic designers will work with you to develop customized, cost-effective, and 
high-impact solutions.  One of their unique features is their ability to combine graphics and writing 
services and they will even take care of your printing needs to ensure projects stay on schedule 
and on budget. 
 
The staff at Art A La Carte believes each customer is unique.  They believe that your designs 
should be unique, as well.  They make it their number one priority to understand your business 
needs and transform them into innovative and effective design solutions that will clearly           
distinguish you from your competition.  Whether you need a simple business card, newspaper ad 
or support materials for a comprehensive marketing campaign, they have the artistry and       
technical expertise to ensure that you’ll achieve a competitive edge. 

Featured Business  

The Newton CVB would like you to 
meet the lady behind the friendly 
voice you hear when you call our 
office.  Sue Ely joined the staff of 
the Newton CVB and the Newton 
Chamber in March of 2009 as the 
shared administrative  assistant for 
the two  organizations. She initially        
began with us as “Morning Sue”, 
but within a few months began 
working for us both mornings and 
afternoons.  Sue is a Newton      
native and formally worked at the 

Maytag Corporation until its    
closing.  Sue and her husband, 
Darrell (also a native of Newton) 
have been married for 30 years 
and have made their home in 
Newton the entire time while   
raising their two daughters. We 
were lucky enough to snag Sue 
up and we enjoy her friendly     
demeanor, organizational skills 
and her ability to keep the public 
informed, as well as us.  Thanks 
Sue for joining our team! 

 

Meet the Staff  
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Calendar of Events—2010 
(for an up-to-date listing of events, please check our website at www.visitnewton.com)  

JANUARY 
24TH—NEWTON BRIDAL  
FAIR 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
FEBRUARY 
11TH—GREATER NEWTON 
AREA CHAMBER  OF     
COMMERCE ANNUAL     
DINNER 
INNOVATION CENTER 
 
JASPER COUNTY CONCERT 
ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 
TEN O’CLOCK  CLASSICS 
NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
14TH—DAYTONA 500 
PARTY 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
MARCH 
19TH—21ST AND  
25TH—27TH “A NNIE” 
NEWTON COMMUNITY 
THEATRE 
 
APRIL 
9TH—JASPER COUNTY 
CONCERT ASSOCIATION 
PRESENTS HOME FREE 
NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
17TH & 24TH —NEWTON 
KART KLUB  RACE 
 
MAY 
1ST, 8TH, & 15TH— 
NEWTON KART KLUB  RACE 
 
6TH—7TH—8TH ANNUAL 
PELLA  TULIP TIME        
FESTIVAL   
PELLA , IOWA 
 
14TH—15TH AND 
20TH—22ND  
“D OUBT-A PARABLE ” 
NEWTON COMMUNITY 
THEATRE 
 

22ND—USAC TRIPLE 
CROWN RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
23RD—NASCAR CAMPING 
WORLD EAST/WEST      
SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
JUNE 
5TH—HOT ROD MAGAZINE 
POWER TOUR 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
10TH—GREATER NEWTON 
AREA CHAMBER  GOLF 
OUTING 
WESTWOOD GOLF COURSE 
 
11TH—12TH—NEWTON 
ALUMNI WEEKEND 
 
12TH & 26TH—NEWTON 
KART KLUB  RACE 
 
12TH—13TH—IOWA 
SCULPTURE FESTIVAL  
NEWTON (LOCATION TBD) 
 
14TH—15TH—IOWA     
JUNIOR GOLF            
CHAMPIONSHIP 
WESTWOOD GOLF COURSE 
 
19TH—FIRESTONE INDY 
LIGHTS SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
20TH—INDY CAR SERIES 
RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
JULY 
5TH—ANNUAL  4TH OF 
JULY PARADE AND     
CELEBRATION  
DOWNTOWN NEWTON 
 
10TH—ARCA RE/MAX  
SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 

11TH—NASCAR CAMPING 
WORLD TRUCK SERIES 
RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
16TH—22ND—JASPER 
COUNTY FAIR 
FAIRGROUNDS IN COLFAX 
 
30TH—USAR PRO CUP 
SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
17TH & 24TH—NEWTON 
KART KLUB  RACE 
 
31ST—NASCAR          
NATIONWIDE SERIES RACE 
IOWA SPEEDWAY 
 
AUGUST 
1ST & 3RD—NEWTON 
KART KLUB  RACE 
 
4TH—6TH—NEWTON KART 
KLUB  RACE GRAND       
NATIONALS  
 
12TH—22ND 
IOWA STATE FAIR 
STATE FAIRGROUNDS IN 
DES MOINES 
 
21ST—22ND—NEWTON 
KART KLUB  RACE 
MIDWEST CHAMPIONS  
SERIES 
 
28TH— NEWTON KART 
KLUB  RACE 
 
SEPTEMBER 
9TH—THANKS WITH 
FRANKS  
DOWNTOWN NEWTON 
 
11TH & 18TH— NEWTON 
KART KLUB  RACE 
 
 
 

25TH—NEWTON KART 
KLUB  RACE SEASON 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
OCTOBER 
8TH—9TH AND 
14TH—16TH—”D IAL  M 
FOR MURDER” 
NEWTON COMMUNITY 
THEATRE 
 
NOVEMBER 
26TH—LIGHTED      
CHRISTMAS PARADE AND 
LIGHTING OF THE JASPER 
COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
DOWNTOWN NEWTON 
 
DECEMBER 
1ST & 2ND—12 DAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS NEWTON 
STYLE (A MOTORCOACH 
EVENT) 
COMMUNITY OF NEWTON 
 
3RD—5TH AND 
9TH—11TH—”M RS. BOB 
CRATCHIT’S WILD   
CHRISTMAS BINGE” 
NEWTON COMMUNITY 
THEATRE 
 
4TH—DOLLARS  FOR 
SCHOLARS TOUR OF 
HOMES 
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  Group Motorcoach Tours  

 

How about adding the Jasper County Courthouse  
to your next Motorcoach Tour?   

 
As a focal point of the downtown Newton area, this Neo-classic building with 
stained glass dome,  hand-painted murals, fresco design and ceramic tiles laid 
in Mosaic patterns has been restored to the “near-period” condition of 1911.  
The Courthouse is listed on the National Register of  Historic Places.  To honor 
all veterans, a monument was created by a local artist and placed on the south 
side.  It is also home to the annual Lighting of the Courthouse celebration. 
 
Jasper County's "Temple of Justice", was dedicated on April 6, 1911, at which time the population of   
Jasper County was approximately 27,000.  The building is 120 ft. 8 in. long and 80 ft. wide. It is 56 ft. from 
the grade line to the cornice and the tower rises 56 ft. above the roof. The tip of the flag staff is 140 ft. 
from the ground. The structure is of cut Bedford (Indiana) limestone, lined with brick. 

 
The exterior design is Neo-classic with modified Georgian Colonial detail. Four 
columns of ionic design grace each face of the building, saving the whole     
structure from an aspect of grimness. In the frieze on each side of the building 
are inscriptions denoting the high purpose to which the use of the building is  
dedicated. These are: (E) Whatsoever Ye Would That Men Should Do To You, 
Do Even So To Them; ( S ) Judge Righteously Between  Every Man and His 
Brother; (W) Erected By The People Of Jasper County . Dedicated To      
Justice And Good Government; and (N). Where Law End s, Anarchy  Begins. 
 
Entrance to the building may be made from any side, with all hallways meeting in 
the rotunda. All floors of the halls are of ceramic tile laid on mosaic patterns, with 
the pattern of the floor of the rotunda being the Seal of Jasper County.    
Throughout the building the wainscoting of the walls is of matched marble. 
 

On the second floor at each side of the rotunda are two Doric columns, eight in all.  The third floor is   
similar to the second, the marble columns being of the more ornate ionic design. Above these columns, in 
the four arches of the rotunda, are four emblematic paintings, by Edgar Cameron of Chicago, and each 
are illustrative of some incident in Jasper County's history. These paintings are all genuine works of art 
and add materially to the charm of the building. 
 
The "plain but elegant architecture and imposing size and height" of the building caused judges of the 
time to describe the courthouse as "the most beautiful county capitol in Iowa", and to predict that "it will 
stand for ages and always retain its beauty." It contained many innovations, 
new at the time of construction, such as pneumatic clocks in each office      
connected with a  master clock, a central vacuum cleaner system with         
connections in each office, automatic electric elevators, and an automatic,  
four-faced, self-winding clock in the tower, which turned on lights to illuminate 
the dials at night and shut them off when light was no longer needed. 
 
Jasper County residents can well be proud of their courthouse. This            
magnificent structure stands as a symbol of pride and heritage. A greater      
appreciation of its beauty can only be gained by visiting the site, and viewing 
the detail of architectural, structural and artistic refinements. 
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If you would like to participate at this year’s 
Newton Bridal Fair as a exhibitor, registration is 
required and forms can be downloaded from 
our website at www.visitnewton.com; just click 
on the Bridal Fair icon on the home page.  The 
deadline for registration is January 15th, 2010.  
 
I f  y o u  a r e       
p l a n n i n g  a      
wedding, or are 
the bride or 
g r o o m - t o - b e , 
come join us at 
the 8th Annual 
Newton Bridal 
Fair on January 
24th and meet the 
people that can 
help you plan 
your special day! 
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Attention Brides-to-be... 
 
One of the most fun events the Newton CVB 
sponsors is the Bridal Fair.  This is the eighth 
year for the event and we look for it to continue 
for many years to come.   
 
This year the event is on January 24th, 2010,  
at a new venue at Iowa Speedway in the    
Newton Club.  The Newton Club will be easy to 
find right off of I-80 and with the new location 
comes a few new attributes of the Bridal Fair.  
There will be live music, exhibitors for every   
aspect a new bride and groom will need from 
the  inception of the wedding through the     
honeymoon.  There will be a lovely bridal    
fashion show put on by Bridal Sweet of Newton 
and Mary Katherine’s of Marshalltown. Of 
course, don’t forget about all of the door prizes 
and the $1000.00 Grand Prize drawing at the 
end of the fashion show.   

  8th Annual Newton Bridal Fair  

 Newton CVB Offering 
 New Grant Program  

The Newton CVB provides many promotional 
services and resources at no cost in its effort to 
attract tourism and economic activities.  When, 
however, a group seeks additional support    
beyond our standard services, a request for 
promotional funding assistance can now be 
made to the Grant Advisory Committee of the 
Newton CVB. 
 
“The grant program will take affect in January 
2010”, said Linda Bacon, Executive Director of 
the Newton CVB.  “Our initial plan is to give out 
$1000.00 worth of grants in a year’s time with a 
maximum of $200.00 for each eligible             
applicant.”  Grant requests will be considered 
based on their merit and the availability of 
funds.  As the grant dollars are depleted, new 

applications will not be eligible for that          
calendar year.  “The Newton CVB anticipates  
there are a number of eligible non-profit                  
organizations that would like to  sponsor an 
event or bring a group to Newton, but just don’t 
have the funds to make it work.  We’re hoping 
this will be another incentive for non-profits to 
take advantage of to promote our community 
and is another way the Newton CVB can offer 
assistance to their efforts”,     Bacon said.   
 
The Newton CVB Grant Program Guidelines 
and Application can be downloaded from its 
website at www.visitnewton.com under the 
Grant Program tab, or by picking one up at the 
Newton CVB office at 113 1st Avenue West in 
Newton.   



Mission Statement  

The mission of the Newton CVB is to enhance the eco nomy of Newton 
through promotion of the area for tourism, and as a  central location in Iowa 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit us at:  www.visitnewton.com , Facebook or Twi tter  

www.iowagrouptravel.org  www.iowatourism.org  
 

www.travelfederationofiowa.org  

Need some extra help in your office next summer?  The Iowa Tourism Office is developing a database of tourism 
industry internship opportunities for 2010. If your office has a need for a summer intern (either paid or unpaid that 
could be offered for college credit), please let them know. Contact Lonie Mezera at lonie.mezera@iowalifechanging.
com and request an internship form. The deadline for returning the form is January 29, 2010. Submission will be   
compiled into a statewide list and made available to Iowa colleges and universities to share with their student base. 

 

www.iowalifechanging.com  

Newton Convention & Visitors Bureau 
113 1st Avenue West 

Newton, IA  50208 
Phone:  641-792-0299 

E-Mail:  lindab@pcpartner.net 
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